Suction injuries in children leading to acute compartment syndrome of the interosseous muscles of the hand: case reports.
Compartment syndromes of the interosseous musculature in the hands of children is a relatively rare phenomenon and is usually associated with crush injury, severe burn, or ischemic events. Two cases of intrinsic compartment syndrome in children, secondary to suction injuries of the hand, are presented. Two children experienced suction injuries to the upper extremity when their hands were caught in a swimming-pool intake pipe filtration system. The filtration system intake suction developed enough negative pressure to induce an acute compartment syndrome of the interosseous muscles, requiring acute surgical decompression. Early diagnosis, prompt surgical decompression, and early postoperative rehabilitation of this unusual etiology of compartment syndrome of the hand provided a favorable and functional outcome.